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(54) Image processing apparatus 

(57) An image processing apparatus has a hair 
region selecting part 1 1 for selecting hair and shade of 
the hair in a front face image 13, as a removal region 15, 
on the basis of each pixel value of the front face image 
13 which is a front image of a face, and a face surface 
model 14 showing structural information relative to a 
surface of the face in the front face image 13, and a 



removal region changing part 1 2 for changing each pixel 
value in whole or part of the removal regpon 15, on the 
basis of the structural information in the face surface 
model 1 4, and at least one pixel value in the front image. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 1 . ReW of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an image processing apparatus capable of displaying the hair style by replacing 
with other automatically in real time without strange feel, in computer graphics of human figures. 

io 2. Related Art of the Invention 

Hitherto, in image processing for assigning other hair style in an image of a certain person, when generating the 
image of the person minus the hair as preprocessing of the image processing, the image minus the hair was obtained 
by taking in the image of the face not covered with the hair taken by bundling the hair, or removing manually the hair 
15 region of the image of the person. 

When assigning other hair to the obtained image without hair, other hair was pasted to the image minus hair by 

manual work. 

In such conventional method, however, if the image is taken by bundling the hair, the hair is not completely removed 
but may be partly left over, and the original hair is left over in the image obtained by image processing of assigning other 
20 hair. 

In manual work for removing the hair, meanwhile, it took a long time. 

Still more, there was a considerable feel of strangeness in the image obtained by the conventional image process- 
ing for pasting other hair to the image without hair. 

25 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is hence a primary object of the invention to present an image processing apparatus for removing the hair from 
the front image of the face, estimating the profile of the head in the hair removed area, and painting the estimated range 
of the head solidly with the skin color of the face. 
so It is also an object of the invention to present an image processing apparatus for processing the image without 
strange feel, by adjusting other hair so as to match the front image of the face, and using the color information within 
the contour of the face. 

A first aspect of the invention relates to an image processing apparatus comprising a region selecting part for 
selecting a region of a specific portion in a front image of a person, on the basis of each pixel value in whole or part of 
35 the front image, and a surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the person in the front 
image, and a region changing part for changing each pixel value in whole or part of the region of the specific portion, 
on the basis of the structural information in the surface model, and at least one pixel value in the front image. 

Incidentally, the front image may be a front face image which is a front image of a face of the person, the surface 
model may be a face surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the face of the person in the 
40 front face image, the region selecting part may be a hair region selecting part for selecting a hair region of the person 
in the front face image in a removal region, and the region changing part may be a removal region changing part for 
changing each pixel value in whole or part of the removal region, on the basis of the structural information in the face 
surface model, and color information obtained from at least one pixel value in the front face image. 

The hair region selecting part may select the hair of the person and shade by the hair in the front face image as the 
45 removal region. 

The hair region selecting part may further change each pixel value in the removal region to other values than the 
pixel values in the front face image corresponding to inside of head contour in the face surface model. 

When pixel values in part of the removal region are changed, the removal region changing part may further change 
the pixel values in a remainder of the removal region to other values than the pixel values in the front face image corre- 
so sponding to inside of head contour in the face surface model. 

The hair region selecting part may select the hair and the shade of the hair in the removal region, on the basis of 
head contour, eyes and eyebrows in the face surface model. 

The hair region selecting part may select the hair and the shade of the hair in the removal region, on the basis of 
lightness of each pixel in the front face image. 
55 The hair region selecting part may select the hair and the shade of the hair in the removal region, on the basis of 
lightness and saturation of each pixel in the front face image. 

The image processing apparatus may further comprise a fluctuation generating part for adding specific fluctuation 
component to each pixel value in the removal region, on the basis of color information of at least one pixel in the front 
face image, wherein at least one pixel in the front face image is not included in the removal region. 
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The image processing apparatus may further comprise a lace surface model generating part for generating the 
face surface model, on the basis of the front face image. 

A second aspect of the invention relates to an image processing apparatus comprising an image adjusting part for, 
on the basis of a surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of a person in a front image of the 
5 person, and information model showing structural information relative to a surface of other person in a reference image 
which is a front image of the other person, applying a specific conversion to attribute information and the reference 
image so that a specified portion of the other person may be suited to the front image, the attribute information being 
information held by corresponding attribute of each pixel in the reference image to the pixel, and a synthesis processing 
part for assigning the front image for a specific portion in the reference image in which the specific conversion is applied, 
10 according to the attribute information in which the specific conversion is applied. 

Incidentally, the front image of the person may be a front face image which is a front image of a face of the person, 
the surface model may be a face surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the face of the 
person, the reference image may be a head image which is a front image of a face of the other person having hair, the 
information model may be a face information model showing structural information relative to a surface of the face of 
15 the other person in the head image, the specific portion may be head portion comprising the hair, or the hair and shade 
of the hair, the attribute information may be hair information held by corresponding the attribute of each pixel in the head 
image to the pixel, the image adjusting part may be a head image adjusting part for applying the specific conversion to 
the hair information and the head image, and the synthesis processing part may be a head synthesis processing part 
for assigning the front face image for the head portion in the head image in which the specific conversion is applied, 
20 according to the hair information in which the specific conversion is applied. 

The head image adjusting part may apply the specific conversion to the head image and the hair information, by 
utilizing information of head contour and whole or part of eyes, nose, mouth and eyebrows in the face surface model, 
and information of head contour and whole or part of eyes, nose, mouth and eyebrows in the face information model. 
The head synthesis processing part may comprise a generating part for generating pixel values of the head portion 
25 to be assigied to the front face image, according to the attribute of each pixel of the hair information, by using pixel 
value of the head image corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of the head image and pixel 
value of the front face image, corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, and a mapping processing part for assigning 
the front face image for each pixel value of the head portion generated by the generating part. 

The image processing apparatus may further comprise a synthesis image correcting part for correcting the front 
30 face image in which the head portion is assigned by the mapping processing part. 

The generating part may comprise at least one of a hue synthesis part for generating, according to the attribute, a 
hue by using the pixel value of the head image corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of the 
head image and the pixel value of the front face image, corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, a lightness synthesis 
part for generating, according to the attribute, a lightness by using the pixel value of the head image corresponding to 
35 the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of the head image and the pixel value of the front face image, corre- 
sponding to the pixel of the attribute, and a saturation synthesis part for generating, according to the attribute, a satu- 
ration by using the pixel value of the head image corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of 
the head image and the pixel value of the front face image, corresponding to the pixel of the attribute. 

The image processing apparatus may further comprise a face surface model generating part for generating the 
40 face surface model on the basis of the front face image. 

A third aspect of the invention relates to an image processing apparatus comprising a region selecting part for 
selecting a region of a specific portion in a front image of a person, on the basis of each pixel value in whole or part of 
the front image, and a surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the person in the front 
image, a region changing part for changing each pixel value in whole or part of the region of the specif ic portion, on the 
45 basis of the structural information in the surface model, and at least one pixel value in the front image, an image adjust- 
ing part for, on the basis of the surface model, and information model showing structural information relative to a surface 
of other person in a reference image which is a front image of the other person, applying a specific conversion to 
attribute information and the reference image so that a specified portion of the other person may be suited to the front 
image, the attribute information being information held by corresponding attribute of each pixel in the reference image 
so to the pixel, and a synthesis processing part for assigning the front image for a specific portion in the reference image 
in which the specific conversion is applied, according to the attribute information in which the specific conversion is 
applied. 

A fourth aspect of the invention relates to an image processing apparatus comprising a hair region selecting part 
for. on the basis of each pixel value in whole or part of a front face image which is a front image of a face, and a face 
55 surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the face in the front face image, selecting hair in 
the front face image, or the hair and shade of the hair in a removal region, a removal region changing part for changing 
each pixel value in whole or part of the removal region, on the basis of the structural information in the face surface 
model, and color information obtained from at least one pixel value in the front face image, a head image adjusting part 
for, on the basis of the face surface model, and a face information model showing structural information relative to a sur- 
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face of other face in a head image which is a front image cf the other face having hair, applying a specific conversion to 
hair information and head image so that head portion may be suited to the front face image, the head portion being the 
hair of the other person, or the hair and shade of the hair, the hair information being information held by corresponding 
attrftxrte of each pixel of the head image to the pixel, and a head synthesis processing part for assigning the front face 
5 image fa the head portion in the head image in which the specific conversion is applied, according to the hair informa- 
tion in which the specific conversion is applied. 

Incidentally, the image processing apparatus may further comprise an image display part for displaying plural front 
face images assigned with the head portion by the head synthesis processing part 

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other objects, advantages, features, and uses will become more apparent as the description proceeds, 
when considered with the accompanying drawings in which: 

15 Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a first embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing an example of face image take-in device for taking in a front face image 13; 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an example of the front face image 13 taken in by the face image take-in device shown 

in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a diagram of wire frame model showing an example of a face surface model 1 4; 
20 Fig. 5 is a diagram for explaining the operation of image value change by a removal region changing part 12; 
Fig. 6 (a) is a characteristic diagram of f in Eq. 7; 
Fig. 6 (b) is a characteristic diagram of f in Eq. 8; 
Fig. 7 is a structural diagram of a filter used in smoothing; 

Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing the procedure of processing a hair region selecting part 1 1 in a second embodiment; 
25 Fig. 9 is a diagram for explaining the operation of the removal region changing part 12 in a third embodiment; 

Fig. 1 0 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a fifth embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 1 1 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a sixth embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 12 is a correspondence diagram of head information and hair information in the sixth embodiment; 

Fig. 13 is a structural diagram of a head image adjusting part 1 1 1 ; 
30 Fig. 14 is an explanatory diagram of operation of size adjusting means in the sixth embodiment; 

Fig. 15 is a diagram for explaining the operation of position adjusting means 1 32; 

Fig. 16 is a structural diagram of a head synthesis processing part 1 12; 

Fig. 1 7 is an explanatory diagram of color hues; 

Fig. 18 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a seventh embodiment of the invention; 
35 Fig. 19 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in an eighth embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 20 is a correspondence diagram of head information and hair information in the eighth embodiment; 
Fig. 21 is a structural diagram of a head image adjusting part 191 ; 

Fig. 22 is an explanatory diagram of operation of size adjusting means in the eighth embodiment; 
Fig. 23 is a diagram for explaining the operation of position adjusting means in the eighth embodiment; 
40 Fig. 24 is a structural diagram of a head synthesis processing part 192; 

Fig. 25 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a ninth embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 26 is a block diagram of a tenth embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 27 "is an explanatory diagram of operation of size adjusting means when synthesizing the hair; and 
fig. 28 is an explanatory diagram of operation of position adjusting means when synthesizing the hair. 

45 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
(Embodiment 1) 

so Referring now to Fig. 1 , there is shown therein a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a first embod- 
iment of the invention. In Fig. 1 , the image processing apparatus of the embodiment comprises a hair region selecting 
part 11 and a removal region changing part 12. The hair region selecting part 1 1 , using a front face image 13 (Fig. 3) 
which is a front image from the neck up, and a face surface model 14 (Fig. 4) showing structural information of parts 
above the face corresponding to the front face image 13, determines the region of the hair in the front face image 13 

55 and the shade by the hair (not shown in Fig. 3) as removal region 15. and sends out the removal region 1 5. In the face 
surface model 1 4 shown in Fig. 4. however, the ears are removed. 

The removal region changing part 12 changes pixel values of whole or part of the removal region 15 in the front 
face image 13, in consideration of the information of the face surface model 14, and on the basis of pixel values of the 
face in the front face image 13. and generates a hair removed image 16. When pixels of part of the removal region are 
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changed, the removal region changing part 12 changes pixel values of the remaining part of the removal region 15. by 
using other values than the pixel values of the face in the front face image 13. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a face image take-in device for taking in the front face image 13. The 
front face image 1 3 is a digital image taken in by the face image take-in device. In Fig. 2, reference numeral 21 is a video 

5 camera for image pickup, 22 is an A/D converter for converting the image of the video camera 2 1 into digital data, 23 is 
a device fa fixing the video camera 21 , and 24 is the object figure taken by the video camera 21 . 

The video camera 21 is fixed horizontally by the device 23. The A/D converter 22 converts the analog image taken 
by the video camera 21 into digital image, and generates the front face image 13. The front face image 13 is in a size 
of 256 x 256 pixels, being a color image in a width of 8 bits each of R, G, B per pixel. The background color of the front 

to face image 1 3 is monochromatic. 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an example of front face image 13 taken in by the face image take-in device shown in 
Fig. 2. The front face image 13 in Fig. 3 is the whole face from the neck up in the front view. The face is expressionless, 
without glasses and beard, and the center line of the head is almost perpendicular. The hair does not cover the entire 
forehead. The xy coordinates are incorporated in this front face image 13. 

15 Fig. 4 is a diagram of a wire frame model showing an example of face front model 1 4. The vertices of the wire frame 
consist of the points obtained in consideration of three-dimensional structure of the face, placed at feature points rep- 
resenting the face contour, eyes, nose, mouth and eyebrow, and between the feature points. Feature points in Fig. 4 
refer to circled vertices. 

Each vertex has the data of x-coordinate and y^oordinate on the image. Each vertex is numbered specifically, and 
20 the position of the vertex on the image is Identified by the number. The face surface model 14 is composed of these 
vertices and their linkage information. 

This face surface model 14 is generated by recognizing the face in the front face image 13 in Fig. 3. That is, it is 
generated by recognizing the face in the front face image 13, and moving the vertices of the prepared standard wire 
frame model according to the recognized face. 
25 Therefore, the face surface model 14 differs in the shape of the frame depending on the individual person, but is 
same in topology. In the process to generate the face surface model 14. the prior art disclosed in Japanese Laid-open 
Patents No. 5-197793. No. 4-199474 and others may be employed. 
The operation of this embodiment is described below. 

The hair region selecting part 11 receives the front face image 13 and face surface model 14, and delivers the 
30 region of the hair in the front face image 1 3 and the shade by the hair as a removal region 15. 

The removal region changing part 12 receives the front face image 13, face surface model 14, and removal region 
1 5. The removal region changing part 1 2 changes pixel values of the front face image 1 3 inside of the outer circumfer- 
ential contour (hereinafter called head contour) of the face surface model 14, and inside of the removal region 15. To 
change the pixel values, at least one pixel existing near the outer circumference of the removal region 15 is used. 
35 The removal region changing part 12 applies a specific conversion to at least one pixel value existing near the outer 
circumference of the removal region 15, depending on the position of the pixel, in each pixel subject to change of pixel 
value, and converts the pixel value at the position to the value generated by the conversion. 

When all region of the pixels converted in pixel values is part of the removal region 1 5, the removal region changing 
part 12 changes the remainder of the removal region 15 to other values than the pixel values within the head contour 
40 of the front face image 1 3. As a result a hair removed image 1 6 is generated. 

In the embodiment, the hair region selecting part 1 1 delivers the removal region 1 5, but it may also change the pixel 
values in the removal region 15 into specific values, and deliver the removal region 15. In this case, the removal region 
changing part 12, considering the information of the face surface model 14, changes whole or part of the removal region 
15 and generates the hair removed image 16, on the basis of at least one pixel value near the outer circumference of 
45 the removal region 15, in the head contour in the front face image 13. 

The operation of the hair region selecting part 1 1 and removal region changing part 12 in the embodiment is spe- 
cifically described below. The hair region selecting part 1 1 is designed to estimate the region of the hair and the hair 
shade, depending on the lightness of each pixel obtained from the color information. The hair region selecting part 1 1 
and removal region changing part 12 both convert into hue, lightness, and saturation, not color information of R ( G. B, 
so and employ information normalized into integer values from 0 to 255. 

The specific operation of the hair region selecting part 1 1 is described first The skin and hair can be separated also 
by the hue. However, in the front face image 13 taken by the video camera 21 and generated by conversion by the A/D 
converter 22. since noise is mixed in the hue, the skin and hair cannot be separated correctly. By the hue, yet, the hair 
shade and skin can be hardly separated. In the removal region changing part 1 2, if the hair shade is left over, when the 
ss pixel values of the removal region 15 are changed, the color is dark after change, and favorable results may not be 
obtained. 

In the embodiment, therefore, by using the lightness instead of the hue, the region of the hair and the shade of the 
hair is determined as the removal region 15. That is, the portion smaller in the lightness is supposed to be the hair or 
the shade of the hair. 
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First of each pixel of the front face image 13 corresponding to the inside of the head contour of the face surface 
model 14, the average La and maximum Lm of the lightness of the pixel of which lightness L satisfies Eq. 1 are deter- 
mined. The condition of Eq. 1 is intended to eliminate the effects of evidently dark portion, and 6I0 is the threshold value. 
For example, etO ■ 65. 



l< eio 

Using La and Lm, the threshold 61 1 is determined from Eq. 2. 
f o 611 = min(a • La, p • Lm) 



20 



30 



35 



40 



45 



(Eq.2) 



In Eq. 2. a and p are certain real numbers. For example, a = 1 .3 and p = 0.8. The function min(a. b) is the function 
for taking either "a" or "b", whichever not greater. Using ell determined in Eq. 2 as the threshold, the portion of the hair 
or the shade of the hair is supposed. That is, in the head contour, the set of pixels of which lightness L satisfies Eq. 3 
is is supposed to be the removal region 1 5. 



L< en 



(Eq.3) 



Finally, the eyebrows, eye, nose, and mouth are the regions that must not be removed, and if they are included 
in the removal region 1 5, they are excluded from the removal region 1 5. 

A specific operation of the removal region changing part 12 is described below. Processing of pixel value change 
of the removal region changing part 12 is executed sequentially from bottom to top in every horizontal scanning line, in 
the region within the head contour. That is, supposing the fine segment of the section cutting the region within the head 
contour by line y = yO to be F = [xs. xe] . the pixel value change is processed on this line segment F. After processing 
of the line segment F, the pixel value change is processed on the line segment F1 = [xs1, xe1] of the section cutting 
the region within the head contour by line y = yO-1 . 

Fig. 5 is a diagram for explaining the operation of the pixel value change by the removal region changing part 12. 
In Fig. 5. the eyes, nose and mouth are included in a region 51 enclosed by dotted lines at the lower side. When the 
removal region 15 contains the pixels in this region 51 , the removal region changing part 12 excludes the pixels in this 
region 51 from the removal region 15. 

When pixels positioned on a line segment 53 which is a set of middle points in the horizontal direction in a region 
52 enclosed by dotted lines at the upper side are contained in the removal region 1 5, the removal region changing part 
12 removes the individual pixels from the removal region 15, supposing the hue of each pixel to be the hue of a proper 
pixel between the eyes, its lightness to be La. and the saturation to be the average Sa of the saturation of the pixel of 
which lightness L in the head contour satisfies Eq. 1 . 

The removal region changing part 12 determines a set of continuous pixels included in the removal region 15, of 
the pixels on the line segment F at y = yO . the pixel values are changed sequentially from the lower side of the x-coor- 
dinate in every set. The x-coordinates of both end points of one set are supposed to be xO. x1 , respectively. 

In this case, if xO = xs and xl = xe , changing process of a specific pixel value is needed. It means that change of 
pixel values of the entire line segment F is needed, and that pixel values in the line segment F cannot be used at all in 
the change of the pixel values. 

Thus, it is only the region above the eyebrow that xO = xs and x1 = xe , and in this case, therefore, pixel values for 
change are obtained from the line segment F = [xs\ xel of the section cutting the region within the head contour at 
y = y0+1 . That is, supposing the middle points of F, F to be xc, xc\ and the x-coordinate of an arbitrary point P on the 
line segment F to be X. point P'(X\ yO+1) on the line segment F is determined by Eq. 4. 
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The color of pixel at this point P' is the color of pixel of point P. However, when point P* is a point within the eye- 
brow region, the pixel value of this point P is not changed but is left over, and this change is processed on the entire line 
segment F, and it is interpolated by linear interpolation. 

On the other hand, processing in the case of xO * xs or x1 * xe is explained. In this case, the removal region 
changing part 12 picks up a plurality of hues used in the change of pixel values from part of the head contour region, 
and uses sequentially. For example, 5x5 blocks are picked up from between the eyebrows, and they are sequentially 
processed by mapping. The lightness assigned to the pixel of point (xO, yO) is supposed to be L0 and the saturation is 
supposed to be SO. The lightness assigned to the pixel of point (x1 . yO) is supposed to be L1 and the saturation is sup- 
posed to be S1 . The lightness L and saturation S to be mapped to the pixel of point P(X, yO) in the set are determined 
in Eq. 5. 



L = L0 • f(x0 t x1. X) + L1 • (1-f(x0, xl, X)) 
S = SO • f(x0, x1, X) + S1 • (1-f(x0, x1, X)) 



(Eq- 5) 



20 



In Eq. 5, f is the function with the value of 0 s f s 1 . 

In this embodiment, dividing into three cases of xO * xs and x1 * xe , xO = xs , and x1 = xe , LO, SO, L1 , S1 , and 
f were determined as follows. 

In the case of xO * xs and x1 * xe , LO and SO are values of the pixel of point (x0-1, yO), and L1 and S1 are sup- 
posed to be values of the pixel of point (xl+1, yO). The pixel values between the pixel of point (x0-1, yO) and pixel of 
point (x1+1, yO) are changed by using the pixels at these two points. That is, interpolation is linear interpolation. Hence, 
f is determined in Eq. 6. 



25 



£(xO, xl. X) = 



X-xO 
xl-xO 



(Eq.6) 



30 In the case of xO = xs , LO and SO are values of the pixel of a point on the head contour line at y = yO+1 . How- 

ever, if it is contained in the removal region 15, the average values of the lightness and saturation of the skin near the 
head contour line are used. The values of pixel of point (xl+1 , yO) are L1 and S1 . As f, the value calculated from Eq. 7 
is used. 



40 



f{xO, xl, X) 



el l fc < e *l 
1 1 * ex] 



X-xs 
xe-xs 



] (sg.7) 



The characteristic diagram of f is shown in Fig. 6 (a). In Eq. 7, Ox is a certain real number, for example, ex = 0.4. 
45 In the case of x1 ■ xe , L1 and S1 are values of the pixel of a point on the head contour line at y= yO+1 . However, 
it is included in the removal region 15, the average values of lightness and saturation of skin near the head contour line 
are used. Values of the pixel of point (x0-1, yO) are LO and SO. As f, the value calculated from Eq. 8 is used. 
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f(x0, xl, X) 



N1S lt<Bx] 



• , [ t = xe ~ x ] (Eq.S) 
xe-xs 



The characteristic diagram of f is shown in Fig. 6 (b). Meanwhile. Bx is same as the value in Eq. 7. 
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Finally, the lightness and saturation of the pixel value changing region and its vicinity are smoothed. As a example 
of smoothing, the 3 x 3 filter shown in Fig. 7 is used. That is, supposing the lightness and saturation of the pixeh of point 
P(x, y) to be L(x, y). and S(x, y). respectively, the lightness L'(x, y) and saturation S'(x, y) of point P after smoothing are 
given from Eq. 9. 
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a ^ ■ 0.5, a y = 0.0625 (i=j*0 and -1 * i. j ^ 1) 

By using a 32-bit personal computer mounting medial processing board with DSP, it took about 3 seconds in the 

^TOs f( ^rSSiment is intended to process the digital image taken by the video camera 21 , being converted by the 
A/D converter 22 in a size of 256 x 256 pixels, and same effects are obtained in the digital image of other size, or digital 
image taken by scanner or the like. The composition of the face information model 14 is not limited to the one shown m 
Fig 4 and similar effects are obtained as far as the eyes. nose, mouth, eyebrows and head contour are clear. 



(Embodiment 2) 



An image processing device in a second embodiment of the invention is described. This embodiment differs from 
the first embodiment only in the operation of the hair region selecting part 1 1 . This portion is described below. 
so Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing the procedure of processing of the hair region selecting part 1 1 in the embodiment. 
The operation at each step of this flowchart is described. 

Step 81 : The hair region selecting part 1 1 assumes the lightness of an arbitrary point of the front face image 13 to 
be L the threshold to be 610. and the set of pixels satisfying Eq. 1 to be removal region 15. For example, 6I0 = 65. 
Step 82: The hair region selecting part 1 1 determines the average La and maximum Lm of the lightness of the pixel 
35 of which hue H satisfies the condition of Eq. 1 0. among the pixels within the head contour above the position of the eye- 
brows obtained from the face surface model 14 and not contained in the removal region 15. 

ehO ^ H ^ eh1 (Eq. 1 0) 

40 The conditions of Eq. 10 are intended to eliminate the effects of the pixels other than the skin and the pixels con- 

taining noise, and ehO and ehi are thresholds. For example, ehO = 1, ehl = 30. 

Step 83: The hair region selecting part 1 1 determines the threshold 611 of the lightness in Eq. 2. Herein, a, p are 
real numbers, for example, a = 1.15, p = 0.8. 

Step 84: The hair region selecting part 11 contains the pixels within the head contour above the eye position 
45 obtained from the face surface model 1 4. of which lightness L satisfies Eq. 3, in the removal region 1 5. 

Step 85: The hair region selecting part 11 divides the pixels within the head contour and not contained in the 
removal region 15 into regions by 4-connected points, and contains the regions of which number of constituent ele- 
ments is smaller than en in the removal region 15 as isolated point. Herein, Gn is the threshold, for example. 8n - 10. 
Step 86: The hair region selecting part 11 finally excludes the pixels contained in the regions of the eyes, nose. 
so mouth and eyebrows, which are regions not to be removed, from the removal region 1 5. 

(Embodiment 3) 

An image processing apparatus is a third embodiment of the invention is described below. The constitution of the 
55 embodiment, the front face image 13. and face surface model 14 are same as in the first embodiment. As compared 
with the first embodiment, this embodiment differs in the operation of the hair region selecting part 11 and removal 
region changing part 12. This portion is described below. 

First the operation of the hair region selecting part 1 1 is described. In this embodiment, by using the lightness and 
saturation, the region of the hair and the shade of the hair is supposed to be removal region 15. That is, the portion 
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small in lightness or the portion somewhat large in lightness but small in saturation is supposed to be hair or the shade 
of the hair. 

First, the hair region selecting part 1 1 determines the average La and maximum Lm of lightness and average Sa 
and maximum Sm ol saturation of the pixels in a region below the eyes in the head contour obtained from the face sur- 
face model 14, of which lightness L satisfies Eq. 1 1 and hue H satisfies Eq. 12. 

L<6I0 (Eq. 11) 

6h0 sHs 6h1 (Eq. 12) 



The conditions in Eq. 1 1 are to eliminate the effects of the obviously dark portion, and 61 0 is the threshold. The 
conditions in Eq. 12 are to eliminate the effects of pixels other than the skin and pixels mixed with noise, and 6h0 and 
8h1 are thresholds. Fa example, 610 = 65, 6h0 = 1. and eh1 = 30. The average and maximum in the region below the 
eyes are taken because it is possible to process even if the forehead is hardly covered with the hair. 
is The hair region selecting part 1 1 determines 611 and 6s from Eq. 13, by using La, Lm and Sa. 

611 = ndn<a-ia,p-Lm) 

(Eq. 13) 

8s * y-Sa 

20 9 



In Eq. 13, a, p, y are real numbers. For example, a = 1.15, p = 0.8 and y = 0.8. Incidentally, min(a. b) is the func- 
25 tion having either "a" or "b" ( whichever not greater. 

The hair region selecting part 11, using 611 and 6s obtained in Eq. 13. determines the region of the hair and the 
shade of the hair as the removal region 15. 

The hair region selecting part 1 1 , first in the portion other than the eyes and eyebrows, determines the set of pixels 
of which lightness L and saturation S satisfy Eq. 14 or Eq. 15, as the removal region 15. 

30 

L < 611 (Eq. 14) 

L < a • 611 and S < 6s (Eq.15) 

35 In Eq. 15, a is a certain real number. For example, a = 1.1. 

Next, in the portion between the eyes and eyebrows, the hair region selecting part 1 1 includes the set of the pixels 
satisfying Eq. 16 in the removal region 15. 

L < b • 61 and S < 6s (Eq. 16) 

40 

In Eq. 16, b is a certain real number, for example, b = 0.85. This is based on the consideration that the interme- 
diate parts of the eyes and eyebrows are somewhat darker than the forehead and the like. 

Moreover, the hair region selecting part 1 1 divides the pixels in the head contour and not included in the removal 
region 15, into regions by 4-connected pieces. The region of which number of constituent pixels is smaller than 6n is 
45 included in the removal region 15 as isolated point. Herein, en is the threshold, for example, en = 10. 

Finally, since the eyes, nose, mouth, and eyebrows are regions not to be removed, the hair region selecting part 1 1 
excludes the pixels in these regions, if contained in the removal region 15. from the removal region 15. 
The operation of the removal region changing part 12 is described. 

The removal region changing part 12 processes to change the pixels in every horizontal scanning line, sequentially 
so from bottom to top, on the pixels in the head contour. That is, supposing the line segment of the section cutting the 
region in the head contour by line y = yO to be F « [xs. xe] , change of pixel values is processed on this line segment 
F After processing of line segment F, pixels are changed in the line segment F1 = [xs1 , xe1 J of the section cutting the 
face region by line y = yO-1 . 

Fig. 9 is a diagram for explaining the operation of the removal region changing part 12 in the embodiment. In Fig. 
55 9. the removal region changing part 12 excludes the pixels in a region 91 enclosed dotted lines comprising the eyes, 
nose, and mouth, if contained in the removal region 15, from the removal region 15. 

The removal region changing part 12 performs a special pre-processing before change of pixel values if the occu- 
pying rate of the removal region 15 is greater than 6r in the region above the eyes in the head contour, assuming the 
forehead be covered almost completely with the hair. Herein, 6r is the threshold, for example, 6r = 0.9. 
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In Fig 9. a region 92 is a region composed of a horizontal scanning line including the eyebrows wrthm the head 
contour and adjacent horizontal scanning lines above and beneath it The removal region changing part 12 as rts pre- 
processing checks if Ihe middle point is included in the removal region 15 or not, on the rmddle pomts of all brie seg- 

1 5 changes the hue of the pixel at the middle point to a value of hue of the pixel at a proper point between the eyes, 
and its lightness is changed to La and the saturation to Sa, and are excluded from the removal region 15. 

The removal region changing part 12 determines the set of continuous pixels included in the removal region 15 on 
the ZSSmt Sty = yO and knavery set of the pixels, the pixel values are changed sequentially from the smaller 
value of x-coordinate. 

SuDoose the x-cooidinates of both ends of a set of a certain pixel to xO.xl respectively. 

? E£» o1 ™ xs and xl = xe . herein, special processing is needed. This is a case of changing the Rval- 
ues S me Hne segment F. and pixel values in the line segment F cannot be used at all. It is only m the regun above me 
eyls tha * = S ai xl = xe^and hence the removal region changing part 12 uses the pixel vah.es in me line seg- 
mem F = [xs', xe! in the section cutting the head contour by y = y0 + 1 . in the change of p«xel values in the hne seg- 

me, That is. supposing the middle points of F, F to be xc. xc\ and the x-coordinate of an afcitrary point P on the line 
segment F to be X. the removal region changing part 12 determines the point P'(X\ yO+1) of the line segment F by Eq. 
17. 



20 



25 



xf = 



i ixc-X) ixc'-xs') 



xc-xs 



xd 



■ -/. (X-xc) (xe'-xc 1 ) 
xc xe-xc 



I X < XC] 
[ X = xc] 
[ X > xc] 
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40 



The removal region changing part 12 supposes the color of the pixel of the port P to be the color 
point P. However, when the point P' is a point in the eye region or eyebrow region, ttie point P is not changed but « left 
over. After processing this change in the entire line segment F, the remaining portion is changed in the pixel value by 

''"^laiSednSt is the processing in the case of xO * xs or xl * xe . As the hue used in changeof pixel values, a 
plurality of pixels are picked up from part of the head contour, and used sequentially. For example picking up 5 x 5 prxel 
blocks from between the eyebrows, they are mapped sequentially. Supposing the lightness of a certain pixel after 
change to be L, and the saturation to be S, S is given in Eq. 18. 

S = Lx || (SI.18) 



45 



This is to determine the saturation from the ratio of Oghtness and saturation of the skin not covered with the hair, 
and it is effective to eliminate the effect of the shade. . . 

Below is explained a method of determining the lightness L of each pixel after change. The lightness ass.pnedto 
so the pixel of point (xO. yO) is supposed to be LD. and the lightness assigned to the pixel of point (x1, yO) to be L1. The 
lightness L assigned to the pixel of point (X, yO) in this pixel set is determined in Eq. 1 9. 

L = LO • f(xO. x1, X)+L1 • (1-f(x0. x1. X)) (Eq. 19) 

55 In Eq. 19. f is a function in the value of 0 % f s 1 . Herein. L is calculated, assuming LO. L1 . and f are same as in 

^ f SiJ! wroSig of lightness and saturation on each pixel in the region of the changed pixel and its vicinity is done 
in the same manner as in the f irst embodiment 
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(Embodiment 4) 

An image processing apparatus in a fourth embodiment of the invention is described below. In this embodiment, a 
fluctuation generating part is provided in the removal region changing part 12, and only the operation of the removal 
5 region changing part 1 2 is different as compared with the third embodiment. 
The operation of the removal region changing part 12 is described. 

The fluctuation generating part is to provide the hue, lightness, and saturation with fluctuations, by numerical values 
occur ring randomly, or numerical values generated by probability depending on the mapping pixel position. The distri- 
bution of hue, lightness and saturation of the human skin is not smooth, but is somewhat irregular, and by giving fluctu- 

w ations by using random numerical values, a more real result may be obtained. Moreover, by using numerical values 
occurring by probability depending on position, wrinkles and spots may be formed. 

The operation ol the fluctuation generating part is described. A function R is intended to generate integer values in 
a certain range at random. For example, a function generating integers of -5 or more and 5 or less irregularly is 
employed. A function F(x, y) is to generate numerical values by probability, from the position in the head contour of the 

is pixel P(x, y) to be mapped. The range and probability of numerical values generated by the function F are determined 
solely by the wrinkles and spots being provided. First, the hue H, lightness L, and saturation S of the pixel value mapped 
in the pixel P are determined same as in the third embocfiment. Herein, using the function R and function F, L and S* 
are determined in Eq. 20. 

20 L'-L+R+Ffry) (Eq. 20) 

S' = S+R+F(x, y) 

The fluctuation generating part changes the removal region 15 by mapping into the pixel P by using L' and S\ 
25 In this embodiment, the function R for generating random numerical values is used, but if a statistical distribution of 
hue. lightness and saturation of the skin is obtained, numerical values may be generated accordingly, and fluctuations 
maybe given. 

(Embodiment 5) 

30 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a fifth embodiment of the invention. This embodi- 
ment differs from the first embodiment in that a face surface model generating part 101 is provided. The face surface 
model generating part 101 generates a face surface model 14, which is structural information of the face of the face sur- 
face image 13, by using the face surface image 13. The generation of the face surface model 14 by the face surface 
35 model generating part 101 conforms to a conventional method disclosed, for example, Japanese Laid-open Patent No. 
5-197793 and No. 4-199474. 

(Embodiment 6) 

40 Fig. 1 1 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus in a sixth embodiment of the invention. In Fig. 1 1 , a 
head image adjusting part 1 1 1 applies a specific conversion to a head image 1 15 and hair image 1 17 which is attribute 
of each pixel corresponding to the head image 1 15, so that the hair style of the head image 115 may be suited to the 
front face image 1 13, on the basis of the face surface model 114 and face information model 1 16. The face surface 
model 1 14 expresses the structural information of the face of the front face image 1 13. The face information model 1 16 

45 expresses the structural information of the face of the head image 1 1 5. 

A head synthesis processing part 112 assigns the hair style of the head image 118 converted by the head image 
adjusting part 111 to the front face image 113, according to the hair information 117 converted by the head image 
adjusting part 1 1 1 . A head image 1 1 8 is the head image 1 1 5 converted by the head image adjusting part 1 1 1 . A face 
information model 1 1 9 is the face information model 1 16 converted by the head image adjusting part 1 1 1 . Hair informa- 

50 tion 11 10 is the hair information 1 1 7 converted by the head image adjusting part 1 1 1 . A head synthesis image 1111 
shows the image having the hair style of the head image 1 1 8 assigned to the front face image 113. 

The front face image 1 1 3 and face surface model 1 1 4 are same as in the first embodiment The head image 1 1 5 is 
a digital image taken of a front face, being in a size of 256 x 256 pixels, and is a color image in a width of 8 bits each of 
R, G. B per pixel. The face of the head image 1 15 is looking forward, and the center line of the face is nearly perpen- 

55 dicular. The face information model 1 16 is similar in composition to the face surface model 1 14. The hair information 
1 1 7 is to give an attribute for specifying the assigning method when assigning the head image 1 1 5 to the front face 
image 113. The hair information 1 1 7 is in a same size as the head image 1 15, being in a two-dimensional array having 
a bit width of 8 bits per pixel, and its attribute is stored in each element of the hair information 117 (see Fig. 12). As 
shown in Fig. 12, one pixel of this array corresponds to one pixel of the head image 1 15. That is, supposing the array 
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of the hair information 1 17 to be A(x. y), A(xO, yO) is the attribute of the pixel of point (xO. yO) of the head image 115. 
The attributes used in this embodiment and their meaning are shown in Table 1 . 



Table 1 



Attribute 


Meaning 


1 


Front hair, hair line, shade of hair 


2 


Hair other than 1 


3 


Ail others 



In Table 1 and Fig. 12, reference numeral 121 denotes a region of attribute 1 , 122 is a region of attribute 2, and 123 
75 is a region of attribute 3. 

The operation of the embodiment is described below. 

The head image adjusting part 1 1 1 adjusts the head image 1 1 5 so that the hair style of the head image 115 may 
be suited to the face of the front face image 1 13 to be mapped. In this embodiment, as an example of adjustment of the 
head image 1 15, the size and position of horizontal and vertical directions of the head contour in the head image 1 15 
20 are adjusted to the size and-position of the horizontal and vertical directions of the head contour in the front face image 
113, respectively. 

Fig. 13 is a structural diagram of the head image adjusting part 111. Size adjusting means 131 converts the head 
image 1 1 5. face information model 1 1 6, and hair information 1 17, so that the size of the face of the head image 1 1 5 
may coincide with the size of the face of the front face image 1 1 3. A head image 1 33 is the head image 1 1 5 converted 
25 by the size adjusting means 1 31 . A face information model 134 is the face information model 1 16 converted by the size 
adjusting means 131. The hair information 135 is the hair information 1 17 converted by the size adjusting means 131. 

Position adjusting means 132 converts the head image 133, face information model 134. and hair information 135, 
so that the position of the head contour in the head image 133 may coincide with the position of the head contour in the 
front face image 113. 

30 Processing of the size adjusting means 131 is specifically described. The size adjusting means 131 determines the 
magnitudes dv and dh of the head contour as shown in Rg. 14, from the face surface model 1 1 4. Specifically, dv is the 
maximum height in the vertical direction (y-axis direction) of the head contour, and dh is the length of the line segment 
of the section cutting the head contour in the horizontal line passing through the middle point of the eyes and the nose 
tip. The length of the line segment is the magnitude in the horizontal direction (x-axis direction) of the head contour. 

35 Similarly, the size adjusting means 131 determines the vertical magnitude dv* and horizontal magnitude dh' of the 
head contour in the head image 1 1 5. 

The size adjusting means 1 31 adjusts these magnitudes by scaling at an independent scale factor in the horizontal 
direction and vertical direction. Supposing the horizontal scale to be Sh and the vertical scale to be Sv, Sh and Sv are 
given in Eq. 21. 



40 



45 



The size adjusting means 131 scales the head images 115 by Sh in the x-axis direction and Sv in the y-axis 
direction according to Sh and Sv calculated in Eq. 21 , and obtains the head image 133. 
so The hair information 1 1 7 is converted into hair information 1 35 by the same processing as in size adjustment of the 
head image 115. 

The nearest neighbor algorithm is known as one method among conventional methods which are available for the 
scaling. Besides, the size adjusting means 131 also adjusts the size by multiplying the x-coordinate by Sh times and 
the y-coordinate by Sv times since the face information model 116 has x-coordinate and y-coordinate in every feature 
55 point. That is. an arbitrary vertex P(x, y) of the face information model 1 1 6 is converted to a vertex P'(x\ /) of the face 
information model 134 by Eq. 22. 

x =x • Sh,/ = y • Sv (Eq. 22) 
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Next is explained the operation of the position adjusting means 132. Position adjustment is translation of inde- 
pendent displacement amount respectively in the horizontal direction and vertical direction. The displacement in the 
horizontal direction is supposed to be Ah, and the displacement in the vertical direction to be Av. Values of Ah and Av 
are determined as follows. 

5 Fig. 1 5 is a diagram for explaining the operation of the position adjusting means 1 32. The face in Fig. 1 5 is the face 
of the front face image 1 13. Point Pn expresses a middle point of the line segment of the section cutting the head con- 
tour at the position of the tip of the nose in the horizontal direction. Point Pe shows the middle point of the line segment 
at the highest position of the eye region, of the line segment of the section cutting the head contour in the horizontal 
direction. Point Pm shows the middle point of the line segment linking point Pn and point Pe. 

10 Similarly, the position adjusting means 132 determines middle point Pn\ middle point Pe', and middle point Pm' 
also for the head image 133. The point Pn' is a middle point of the line segment of the section cutting the head contour 
at the position of the tip of the nose in the horizontal direction. The point Pe' is the middle point of the line segment at 
the highest position of the eye region, of the line segment of the section cutting the head contour in the horizontal direc- 
tion. The point Pm' is a middle point of the line segment linking point Pn 1 and point Pe*. 

is Supposing the middle points to be Pm(xf, yf), Pm*(xh, yh), Ah and Av are given in Eq. 23. 

Ah = xf-xh, Av = yf-yh (Eq. 23) 

An arbitrary point P(x, y) on the head image 133 is converted into point P'(X, Y) by Eq. 24, and the head image 
20 118 is generated. 

X » x+Ah, Y « y+Av (Eq. 24) 

Similarly, an arbitrary element A(x, y) of the hair information 135 is converted into A'(X, Y), and hair information 
25 1 1 10 is generated. An arbitrary vertex Pf(x, y) on the face information model 134 is converted into Pf (X, Y), and a face 
information model 1 19 is generated. 

Processing on the face information model 1 16 and face information model 134 may be done on all vertices in the 
face information model 1 1 6. but may be also done only on the vertices used in the subsequent processing, such as fea- 
ture points. 

30 The operation of the head synthesis processing part 1 1 2 is described below. The head synthesis processing part 
1 12, same as in the first embodiment, not using the color information of R, G, 6, converts the pixel value into hue, light- 
ness and saturation, and uses them by normalizing into integer values of 0 to 255. 

Fig. 16 is a structural diagram of the head synthesis processing part 112. In Fig. 16, reference numeral 161 is a 
synthesis information generating part; 162 is a hue synthesis part for generating a hue by using the hue of the front face 

35 image 1 13 and the hue of the head image 1 18; 163 is a lightness synthesis part for generating a lightness by using the 
lightness of the front face image 1 13 and the lightness of the head image 1 18, according to the attribute of the hair infor- 
mation 167; 164 is a saturation synthesis part for generating a saturation by using the saturation of the front face image 
1 13 and the saturation of the head image 1 18, according to the attribute of the hair information 167; 165 is a mapping 
processing part for receiving the hue generated in the hue synthesis part 162, the lightness generated in the lightness 

40 synthesis part 1 63, and the saturation generated in the saturation synthesis part 1 64, determining the color from them, 
mapping in the front face image 1 13, and generating the head synthesis image 1 1 1 1 ; 166 is the synthesis information 
generated by the synthesis information generating part 161 ; and 167 if the hair information corrected by the synthesis 
information generating part 161. 

The synthesis information generating part 161 generates the synthesis information 166 to be used in generating 

45 processing of the hue synthesis part 1 62, lightness synthesis part 1 63, and saturation synthesis part 1 64, from the color 
information of the front face image 113 and head image 1 18. At the same time, the synthesis information generating 
part 1 61 investigates the color information of the pixels of the front face image 1 1 3 at the mapping destination, and cor- 
rects the hair information 1110 and outputs the hair information 167. In this embodiment as an example of synthesis 
information 1 66, the average of lightness is used. Correction of the hair information 1 1 10 is, for example, to change the 

so mapping on the pixel small in lightness of the front face image 1 13 to mapping of attribute 2. 

First is explained the operation of the synthesis information generating part 161 . The synthesis information gener- 
ating part 161 determines the average Lha of the lightness with attribute 3 given by the hair information 11 10, of the 
pixels in the region above the eyebrows in the head contour of the head image 118. The synthesis information gener- 
ating part 161 also searches the pixels of which lightness L of point P(x, y) in the portion above the eyebrows in the 

55 head contour in the front face image 1 13 satisfies Eq. 25. 

L < 61 (Eq. 25) 
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In Eq. 25. 61 is the threshold, for example. 61 « 95. This pixel is a dark pixel, and is high in possibility of being a 
hair. Accordingly, in order that the pixels satisfying Eq. 25 may not be left over in the head synthesis image 1 1 1 1 , the 
synthesis information generating part 161 provides A(x. y) of the hair information with attribute 2. and generates nar 
information 167. Moreover, the synthesis information generating part 161 also determines the average Lfa of the light- 
ness of the pixels not satisfying Eq. 25. 

Processing done in the hue synthesis part 162. lightness synthesis part 163. and saturation synthesis part 164 is 
determined by the attribute of the pixel of the hair information 167. The pixel of attribute 3 is not a hair, and is hence not 
mapped The pixel of attribute 1 is a pixel in the portion of the front hair, hair line, and shade by the front hair, and the 
synthesized value of this pixel value and the pixel value at the mapping destination on the front face image 113 is 
mapped. The pixel of attribute 2 the pixel element which is mapped directly on the front face image 113. 

The operation of the hue synthesis part 162 is described. Supposing the hue of an arbitrary pixel Ph(x. y) of the 
head image 1 18 to be Hh. the attribute of the pixel Ph obtained from the hair information 167 to be A(x. y). and the hue 
of pixel Pf(x. y) of the front face image 1 13 for mapping the pixel Ph to be HI. the hue synthesis part 162 generates H 
according to Eq. 26 by using Hf and Hh. according to A(x. y). 



15 
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The hue synthesis part 162 takes the middle value of Hf and Hh in the case of attribute 1 . However, since the 
hue is expressed by the angle as shown in Fig. 17. Hf and Hh are corrected according to Eq.27 and used. 
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[H> 128 ]1 
h [H [Hi 128] J 



(Eq.27) 
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Besides. H is corrected in Eq. 28 and used. 
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(Eq. 28) 



45 



50 



The operation of the lightness synthesis part 163 is described below. The lightness of the pixel Ph(x, y) is sup- 
posed to be Lh, and the lightness of Pf (x, y) to be Lf. The lightness synthesis part 163 synthesizes L from Lh and Lf, m 
Eq. 29, by using the averages Lfa and Lha of the lightness obtained from the synthesis information 166. 







Lfa+Lh-Lha 
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> (Eq. 29) 


55 




Lf 


[A(x, y) 


= 3] 





The lightness synthesis part 163 synthesizes by using the difference from the average in the case of attribute 1 . 
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The operation of the saturation synthesis part 164 is described below. The saturation of the above pixel Ph(x, y) is 
supposed to be Sh, and the saturation of Pf(x,y) to be Sf. According to Eq. 30, Sf and Sh are synthesized into S. 



70 
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(Eg. 30) 



The mapping processing part 165 converts thus synthesized H, L and S into colors of RGB, and maps the colors 
is in the pixel Pf of the front face image 1 1 3. 

By the 32-bit personal computer having a media processing board with DSP, the operation time of this processing 
was about 5 seconds. 

In this embodiment both front face image 1 13 and head image 1 15 are digital images in a size pf 256 x 256, but 
the size may be also different. 

20 Also in the embodiment, the face information model is same in composition as the face surface model, but the com- 
position may be also different as far as the eyes, nose, eyebrows, and head contour are obtained. 

In the embodiment, in the synthesis when mapping, the same function is used for the hue and saturation, but inde- 
pendent functions may be also used. 

As synthesis information, moreover, the average values of hue and saturation of the front face image may be also 
25 added, and the average values may be used in the result of synthesis in the case of attribute 1 , in the hue synthesis 
part and saturation synthesis part 

(Embodiment 7) 

30 Referring now to Fig. 18, an image processing apparatus in a seventh embodiment of the invention is described 
below. In Fig. 18, reference numeral 181 is a synthesis image correcting part for correcting by interpolation, if there is 
a gap between the face region and hair region, in the mapping result image, and 182 is a head synthesis image which 
is an output of this image processing apparatus. Processing of hair region selecting part 1 1 and removal region chang- 
ing part 12 is same as in the first embodiment second embodiment, third embodiment, or fourth embodiment. Process- 
es irtg of the head image adjusting part 1 1 1 is same as in the sixth embodiment 

The operation of the head synthesis processing part 112 may be different in part from the processing of the syn- 
thesis information generating part in the sixth embodiment, and this point is described below. In the image processing 
apparatus of the embodiment in the head synthesis processing part 112, the head image 118 is mapped in the hair 
removed image 16. The hair removed image 16 is an image which the hair and the shade of the hair are removed, and 
40 hence the hair information 1 1 1 0 is not corrected. Hence, in this embodiment, this processing is not done in the synthe- 
sis information generating part 1 61 . By inputting the removal region 1 5, the threshold processing in Eq. 25 is not done, 
and the average Lfa of the lightness of the pixel not contained in the removal region 15 is determined. 

The synthesis image correcting part 181 investigates the mapping result image in every horizontal scanning line, 
and interpolates if there is a gap between the face region and hair region. However, interpolation is not done if the pixel 
45 of the head image 1 1 8 mapped at the end point of the hair region is not adjacent to a point on the face contour in the 
head image 118 or a point in the contour. The contour of the face in the head image 1 1 8 is obtained from the face infor- 
mation model 119. Interpolation processing is done in the color of the pixel of the latest face region when the interpo- 
lation position is above the middle position of the nose and mouth, and in the color of the pixel of the latest hair region 
when beneath. If there is a gap to the hair region in the upper part of the forehead, this region is interpolated in the color 
so of the skin of the forehead. After interpolating the gap, the seam of the hair or shade region and face region is 
smoothed. The method of smoothing is same and mentioned in the first embodiment and others. 

(Embodiment 8) 

55 An eighth embodiment of the invention is described below. In this embodiment, from the input front face image, the 
region of the hair and the shade of the hair is removed by the image processing apparatus according to the first embod- 
iment, second embodiment, third embodiment or fourth embodiment, and a prepared hair is synthesized in the hair 
removed image in which the removed region is changed. The head image adjusting part is operated by all or part of the 
positions of the eyes, nose, mouth and eyebrows obtained from the face surface model and face information model, the 
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distance from the head contour, and position and size of the head contour, and the head synthesis processing part com- 
prises a synthesis information generating part for generating the information used in synthesis of hair removed image 
and head image, a texture synthesis part for synthesizing texture in a method specified by the attrfoute of the pixel 
obtained from the hair information, a mapping processing part for mapping the pixel value synthesized in the texture 
synthesis part into the hair removed image, and a synthesis image correcting part for correcting the mapping result 
image. Moreover, the texture synthesis part is composed of a hue synthesis part, a lightness synthesis part, and a sat- 
uration synthesis part. 

Fig 19 is a Wockdiagram of the image processing apparatus of the embodiment In Fig. 19, reference numeral 191 
is a head information adjusting part. 192 is a head synthesis processing part, 193 is a head image, 194 is a face infor- 
mation model expressing the structural information of the face of the head image 193, 195 denotes the hair information 
expressing the attribute of each pixel of the head information 193. 196 shows the head image after conversion of the 
head image 193 by the head image adjusting part 191, 197 shows the face information model after conversion of the 
face information model 1 94 by the head image aC|usting part 1 91 , 1 98 is the hair information after conversion of the hair 
information 195 by the head image adjusting part 191 , and 199 shows the head synthesis image after synthesis of hair 
style of the head image 196 in the hair removed image 16. 

The input front face image 1 3 is a color digital image in the width of 8 bits each of R, G, B per pixel, in a size of 256 
x 256 pixels, being taken into the face image take-in device as shown in Fig. 2. same as in the first embodiment and 
others. The face looks forward, and the center line of the head is nearly perpendicular. The face surface model 14 is 
also same as in the first embodiment and others. The head image 1 93 is a digital image taken of a face looking forward, 
being a color image in the width of 8 bits each of R, G, B in a pixel, in a size of 256 x 256 pixels. The face in the head 
image 193 also looks forward, and the center line of the head is nearly perpendicular. The face information model 194 
is same in composition as the face surface model 14. 

The hair information 195 is to specify the attribute for determining the method of synthesis, so that the synthesized 
image may look more naturally, when the pixels of the head image 193 are synthesized with the hair removed image 
16. The hair information 195 is same in size as the head information 193, and is a two-dimensional array having a bit 
width of 8 bits per element. As shown in Fig. 20. one element of this array corresponds to one pixel of the head image 
193. That is. supposing the array of the hair information 195 to be A(x. y). A(xO. yO) is the attribute of the pixel of point 
(xO. yO) of the heal image 193. 

The attributes used in this embodiment and their meaning are shown in Table 2. 



30 



Table 2 
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40 



Attribute 


Meaning 


1 


Front hair, hair line 


2 


Hair other than 1 


3 


Shade of hair 


4 


All others 



Table 2 is set up so that the synthesized image may look more real, by shading with the hair or overlapping fine 
front hair naturally. 

45 In Table 2 and Fig. 20, reference numeral 201 denotes a region of attribute 1 , 202 is a region of attribute 2, 203 is 

a region of attribute 3,and 204 is a region of attribute 4. 

The head image adjusting part 191 adjusts the head image 193. so that the hair style of the head image 193 may 

be suited to the face of the hair removed image 16 to be mapped. In this embodiment, as an example of adjustment of 

head image 193, the size and position in the horizontal and vertical directions of the head contour in the head image 
so 193 coincide with the size and position in the horizontal and vertical directions of the head contour in the hair removed 

image 16. respectively. 

The operation of the head image adjusting part 191 performing such adjustments is described below while referring 
to Fig. 21 . In Rg. 21, reference numeral 21 1 represents size adjusting means for converting the head image 193. face 
information mode! 1 94, and hair information 1 95. so that the face size of the head image 1 93 may coincide with the face 
55 size of the hair removed image 1 6. 21 3 shows a head image converted by the size adjusting means 21 1 . 214 is a face 
information model converted by the size adjusting means 21 1 , 215 shows hair information converted by the size adjust- 
ing means 21 1, and 212 denotes position adjusting means for converting the head image 213, face information model 
214, and hair information 215. so that the position of the face of the head image 213 in the head image 213 may coin- 
cide with the position of the face of the hair removed image 16 in the hair removed image 16. 
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The operation of the size adjusting means 21 1 is described. First, from the face surface model 14, head contour 
magnitudes dv1 , dv2, dh as shown in Fig. 22 are obtained. Specifically, dv1 is the distance in the vertical direction (y- 
axis direction) of the line segment cutting the head contour horizontally at the position of the tip of the nose and the 
highest point of the head contour, dv2 is the distance in the vertical direction of the line segment cutting the head con- 

5 tour horizontally at the position of the tip of the nose and the lowest point of the head contour, and dh is the length of 
the line segment of the section cutting the head contour by the horizontal line passing through the point of the tip of the 
nose, which is the magnitude of the head contour in the horizontal direction (x-axis direction). 

Similarly, from the face information model 1 94, the magnitudes dv1 \ dv2* of the head contour of the face of the head 
image 193 in the vertical direction, and the magnitude dh' in the horizontal direction are obtained. Concerning the size 

io adjustment, the head image 193 and hair information are respectively scaled at independent scale factors in the hori- 
zontal direction and vertical direction. Moreover, scaling in the vertical direction is done at independent scale factors 
above and beneath the position of the tip of the nose. Supposing the horizontal scale to be Sh, and the vertical scales 
to be Svl , Sv2 above and beneath the position of the tip of the nose, the scale factors are calculated in Eq. 31. 



Sh » A , Svl* ^ , Sv2 - ^31) 



The size adjusting means 211 scales the head image 193 by Sh in the x-axis direction, and scales by Sv1 and 
Sv2 in the y-axis direction, and thereby generates a head image 213. By the same processing as size adjustment of the 
head image 193, the hair information 195 is converted into hair information 215. One method (ex. the nearest neighbor 
25 algorithm) among conventional methods may be used for this scaling. 

Since the face information model 194 has x-cooidinate and y-coordinate corresponding to each feature point, it is 
converted into a face information model 214 by Eq. 32. 

so xf = x*Sh, 

iyrSvl [y*yn]\ (Bq.32) 

i (y-yn) *Sv2+yn*Svl [y > yn] ] 



Herein, the y-coordinate of the position of the tip of the nose is supposed to be ya 
The operation of the position adjusting means 212 is described below. The position adjustment is translation by an 
40 independent displacement amount individually in the horizontal direction and vertical direction. The displacement in the 
horizontal direction is supposed to be Ah, and the cSsplacement in the vertical direction to be Av. The values of Ah and 
Av are determined as follows. 

Fig. 23 is a diagram for explaining the operation of the position adjusting means 212. The face in Fig. 23 is the face 
of the hair removed image 1 6. Point Pn denotes the middle point of the line segment of the section cutting the head con- 
45 tour at the position of the tip of the nose in the horizontal direction, point Pe shows the middle point of the line segment 
of the section cutting the head contour at the highest point of the eye region in the horizontal direction, and point Pm is 
the middle point of the line segment linking point Pn and point Pe. The position adjusting means 212, similarly on the 
head image 213, determines the middle point Pn' of the line segment of the section cutting the head contour at the posi- 
tion of the tip of the nose in the horizontal direction, the middle point Pe' of the line segment of the section cutting the 
so head contour at the highest position of the eye region in the horizontal direction, and the middle point Pm' of the line 
segment linking the point Pn' and point Pe'. 

Herein, supposing these middle points respectively to be Pm(xf, yf), Pm'(xh, yh), the values of Ah and Av are cal- 
culated in Eq. 33. 

55 Ah = xf-xh. Av ■ yf-yh (Eq. 33) 

An arbitrary point P(x, y) on the head image 23 is converted into point P'(X, Y) in Eq. 34, and a head image 196 
is generated. 
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X = x + Ah, Y = y + Av 



(Eq.34) 



Likewise, an arbitrary element A(x, y) of the hair information 214 is converted into A f (X, Y), and hair information 
198 is generated. An arbitrary vertex Pf(x, y) on the face information model 214 is also converted into Pf(X, Y), and a 
tace information model 196 is generated. 

Processing on the face information model 194 and face information model 214 may be done on all vertices in the 
face information model 194, but may be done only on vertices used in the subsequent processing such as feature 
points. 

The operation of the head synthesis processing part 192 is described below. In processing in the head synthesis 
processing part 192, too, same as in the first embodiment and others, instead of using the color information of R. G, B, 
the pixel value is converted into hue, lightness and saturation, and they are normalized to integer values from 0 to 255 
and used. 

Fig. 24 is a structural diagram of the head synthesis processing part 192. In Fig. 24, reference numeral 241 is a 
synthesis information generating part; 242 is a hue synthesis part tor generating a hue by using the hue of the hair 
removed image 16. and the hue of the head image 196 in accordance with the attribute of the hair information 198; 243 
is a lightness generating part for generating a lightness by using the lightness of the hair removed image 16 and the 
lightness of the head image 196 in accordance with the attribute of the hair information 198; 244 is a saturation synthe- 
sis part for generating a saturation by using the saturation of the hair removed image 16 and the saturation of the head 
image 1 96 in accordance with the attribute of the hair information 198; 245 is a mapping processing part for receiving 
the hue generated by the hue synthesis part 242, the lightness generated by the lightness synthesis part 243, and the 
saturation generated by the saturation synthesis part 244, converting into colors of R, G, B, and mapping into the hair 
removed image 16, thereby generating a head synthesis image 199; 246 is synthesis information generated by the syn- 
thesis information generating part 241; and 247 is a synthesis image correcting part for correcting by interpolation, if 
there is a gap between the face region and head region, in the mapping result image. The synthesis information gener- 
ating part 241 generates and outputs the synthesis information 246 used in synthesis processing in the hue synthesis 
part 242, lightness synthesis part 243, and saturation synthesis part 244. from the cola information of the hair removed 
image 1 6 and head image 196. In this embodiment, as an example of the synthesis information 246, the average values 
of lightness and saturation are used. 

First the operation of the synthesis information generating part 241 is described. The synthesis information gener- 
ating part 241 determines the average Lha of lightness and average Sha of saturation with attrfoute 3 or 4 given by the 
hair information 198, out of the pixels in the region beneath the eyes in the head contour in the head image 196. Also, 
the synthesis information generating part 241 acquires the average La of lightness and average Sa of saturation in the 
third embodiment as the synthesis information 246. 

Processing done in the hue synthesis part 242, lightness synthesis part 243. and saturation synthesis part 244 is 
determined by the attrfoute of the hair information 198. Since the pixel of attribute 4 is not a hair, and hence mapping is 
not done. Tbe pixel of attrfoute 1 is a pixel of the front hair or hair line, and the synthesized value of this pixel value and 
the pixel value at the mapping destination on the hair removed image 16 is mapped. The pixel of attribute 2 is the pixel 
value directly mapped on the hair removed region 16. The pixel of attribute 3 is the shade of the hair, and hence it is 
processed by slightly lowering the lightness and saturation of the pixel at the mapping destination. 

The operation of the hue synthesis part 242 is described. Supposing the hue of an arbitrary pixel Ph(x. y) of the 
head image 1 96 to be Hh, the attribute of the pixel Ph obtained from the hair information 1 98 to be A(x, y) , and the hue 
of the pixel Pf(x,y) of the hair removed image 16 in which the pixel Ph is mapped to be Hf, the hue synthesis part 242 
generates H from Eq. 35, by using Hf and Hh, according to A(x, y). 



Hh [Aix, y) = l A mod( <x+y) . 2) 

Hf iAix, y) - l A mod( U+y) , 2) 

Hh [A(x, y> = 2 ] 

[Hf [A(x, y) « 3, 4] 



0] 

1] 



(Eq.35) 



The function mod(a, b) in Eq. 35 is to return the remainder of dividing integer "a" by integer "b*. and in the case 
of attribute 1 , the hue of the synthesized image is alternately the hue of the head image 1 96 and hair removed image 
16. 
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The operation of the lightness synthesis part 243 is described The lightness of the pixel Ph(x, y) is supposed to be 
Lh f and the lightness of Pf (x, y) to be Lf . The lightness synthesis part 243 synthesizes L from Lh and U according to Eq. 
36, by using the average values La, Lha of the lightness obtained from the synthesis information 246. 



10 



L = 



fmin (Lf, (LA+Lh-Lha) ) [A Or, y) = 1] 

Lh [A(x, y) - 2] 

min (Lf, (Lf-o-(Lha-Lh) )) [ A(x, y) = 3 ] 

Lf lA(x, y) - 4] 



(Sg.36) 
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The lightness synthesis part 243 synthesizes by using the difference of average values in the case of attribute 1 . 
The lightness synthesis part 243 lowers the lightness of the skin in the case of attribute 3. Herein, a is a certain real 
number, for example, La/Lh. The function min(a, b) is to take either real number "a" or V, whichever not greater. 

The operation of the saturation synthesis part 244 is described. The saturation of the pixel Ph(x, y) is supposed to 
be Sh, and the saturation of Pf(x, y) to be Sf . The saturation synthesis part 244 synthesizes S from Sf and Sh, according 
to Eq. 37, by using the average values Sa, Sha of the saturation obtained from the synthesis information 246. 

In Eq. 37, a, b, c and d are real numbers satisfying a+b = 1 , c*d « 1 . for example, a = 0.3, b = 0.7, c = 0.4, d * 0.6. 



a-Sf+b*Sh 
Sh 

crS£+&Sh 
Sf 



[A(x.y) - 1] 
lA(x,y) = 2] 
[A(x,y) =3] 
lA(x,y) -4] 



(tfg.37) 
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The mapping processing part 245 converts thus synthesized H, L, S into colors of RGB, and maps the colors in 
the pixel Pf of the hair removed image 16. 

The synthesis image correcting part 247 investigates the mapping result image in every horizontal scanning line, 
and interpolates if there is a gap between the hair region and the face region not including the hair region. However, 
interpolation is not done if the pixel of the head image 196 mapped at the end point of the hair region is not adjacent to 
the point on the head contour in the head image 196, or the point in the head contour. 

The head contour in the head image 1 96 is obtained from the face information model 1 97. Interpolation processing 
is done in the color of the pixel in the closest face region when the interpolation position is above the middle position of 
the nose and mouth, or in the color of the pixel in the closest hair region when beneath. If there is a gap against the hair 
region in the upper part of the forehead, this region is interpolated in the color of the skin of the forehead. After interpo- 
lating the gap. the seam of the head or the shade region and face region is smoothed. The smoothing method is same 
as mentioned in the first embodiment and others. 

By the 32-bit personal computer having a media processing board with DSP, the operation time of this processing 
was about 8 seconds. 

In this embodiment, both front face image 1 3 and head image 1 93 are digital images in a size of 256 x 256. but the 
size may be also different. 

Also in the embodiment, the face information model is same in composition as the face surface model, but the com- 
position may be also different as far as the eyes, nose, eyebrows, and head contour are obtained. 

As synthesis information, moreover, the average value of hue of the front face image may be also added, and the 
average value may be used in the result of synthesis in the case of attribute 1 , in the hue synthesis part. 

Also in the embodiment, the lightness synthesis part 243 synthesized by using the difference of average values in 
the case of attribute 1 . but synthesis of attribute 1 and attribute 3 may be done by determining the lightness value by 
the ratio of average values and mapping. That is, instead of Eq. 36, Eq. 38 may be also used. 
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Lfa 
LhA 



min (Lf, Mix 



U(x, y) 



« 1] 



Lh 



UU, y) 



= 2] 



L = 



min (Lf, Lhx±|f ) 



U(x, y) 



- 3] 



Lf 



[AU, y) 



= 4 ] 



(Embodiments) 

Referring now to Fig. 25, an image processing apparatus in a ninth embodiment of the invention is described below. 
This embodiment is similar to the seventh embodiment or eighth embodiment, except that the face surface model 14 
generated by the face surface model generating part 101 is fed into the hair region selecting part 11, removal region 
changing part 12, head image adjusting part 191, and head image synthesis part 192. 

(Embodiment 10) 

Fig. 26 is a block diagram of a tenth embodiment of the invention. The embodiment relates to a face image display 
device composed of the image processing apparatus in the eighth embodiment and image display device. In Fig. 26, 
reference numeral 261 denotes head image database. 262 is a head image selecting device, and 263 is an image dis- 
play device. The head image database 261 holds a lot of head images to be synthesized, face information models, and 
hair information, the head image selecting device 262 selects and outputs certain head image, face information model, 
and hair information, from the head image database 261 . The image display device 263 simultaneously displays the 
front face image 13, hair removed image 16. hair synthesis image 199 and plural head images obtained from the head 
image database 262. Since the face surface model 14 and face information model 194 are similar in composition, and 
hence the head image may be also fed into the front face image 13. 

By the face image display device of the embodiment plural face images can be displayed simultaneously, and the 
hair styles may be exchanged and displayed. Accordingly, the hair style of the object figure may be replaced with the 
hair style of other figure and displayed. Or, plural head images may be displayed, and the hair styles may be exchanged. 
By such face image display device, it is easier to draw an image by selecting the hair style of a certain person, than 
selecting from the images of hair styles only, when replacing the hair styles. 

The foregoing errtbodiments relate to the synthesis of hair style, but the same method may be also applied in syn- 
thesis of face images such as the beard, ears, neck, ornaments and clothes. Such cases are described below. 

Processing of beard synthesis is explained in the first place. In this case, attribute 1 or attribute 2 in the hair infor- 
mation is supposed to be the region of the beard in the head image. In Fig. 27, dm denotes the width of the mouth in 
the horizontal direction, and dn is the distance between the straight line in the horizontal direction passing the highest 
position of the mouth region, and the straight line in the horizontal direction passing the tip of the nose. This distance is 
the distance of the mouth and nose. The size is adjusted so that dm and dn in the head image may coincide with dm 
and dn in the front face image, respectively. That is, the scaling factor Sh in the horizontal direction is determined in Eq. 
39, in terms of the width dm of the mouth in the horizontal direction in the front face image, and the width dm' of the 
mouth in the horizontal direction in the head image. 



The scaling factor Sv in the vertical direction is determined in Eq. 39, in terms of the distance dn of mouth and 
nose in the front face image, and the distance dn' of mouth and nose in the head image. Using Sh and Sv, the head 
image is scaled at the scale factor Sh in the horizontal direction, and scale factor Sv in the vertical direction, and the 
size is adjusted. 




(Bq.29) 



20 



. <EP 0725364A2J_> 



EP0 725 364 A2 



10 



15 



The adjustment of position when synthesizing the beard is descrfoed below. In Fig. 28, Pn is the middle point of the 
line segment of the section cutting the head contour by the straight line in the horizontal direction passing the tip of the 
nose. Besides. Pm is the middle point of the line segment of the section cutting the head contour by the straight line in 
the horizontal direction passing the highest point of the mouth region. Moreover, Pc is the middle point of the line seg- 
ment linking Pn and Pm, which is the reference point of position adjustment For position adjustment, the head image 
is moved parallel so that the reference point Pc in the front lace image and reference point PC in the head image may 
be same position in the same screen. Supposing the reference positions to be Pc(xf, yf) and Pc'(xh, yh), respectively, 
the horizontal moving distance Ah and vertical moving distance Av are obtained from Eq. 23. The position is adjusted 
by setting X and Y obtained by putting Ah and Av into Eq. 24 as the position of the head image. In the head synthesis 
processing part, the same process as in synthesis of hair style is conducted. 

Processing for synthesis of the ears is described. First, aside from the attributes shown in Table 2, attribute 5 relat- 
ing to the ears is added. In the hair information, the ear region in the head image is set in attribute 5. The size adjust- 
ment and position adjustment are done in the same manner as in the case of synthesis of hair style. The head synthesis 
processing part processes by replacing Eq. 35 in the case of hair style synthesis with Eq. 40, Eq. 36 with Eq. 41 , and 
Eq. 37 with Eq. 42. 





Hb 


IMx.y) 


« 1 A mod((jc+y) , 2) = 


so 


Hf 


lA(x.y) 


= l A mod( (x*y) , 2) = 


H = 


Hh 


[AOc, y) 


» 2] 




Hf 


lA(x. y) 


- 3, 4] 


25 


HO 


lA(x,y) 


= 5] 



0] 

1] 



(Big. 40) 
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min(Lf, {La+Lh-Lha) ) 
Lh 

min(Lf, (Lf, (Lf-o-(Lha-Lh) ) ) 
Lf 

La+Lh-Lha 



U(x, y) = 1] 
[AU, y) =2] 
lA{x,y) =3] 
[A(x,y) -4] 
[A{x,y) = 5] 



• (Fg.41) 



45 



50 



21 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0725364A2_L> 



EP 0 725 364 A2 



10 





[A(x, y) 


- l] 




lA{x,y) 


= 2] 


cSf+d-Sh 


iA(x,y) 


= 3] 


Sf 


[A(x,y) 


» 4] 


Sh 


lA(x,y) 


- 5] 



(Sg.42) 



Herein, HO in Eq. 40 is the hue of the pixel at a proper position in the face region. In this case, the pixel between 
eyebrows is used. 

Processing for synthesis of ornaments is explained. In this case, each attribute for the region of the ornament in the 
head image is 2 so that the hair information is constructed. By scaling the head image according to Eq. 43, by using the 
scale factor Sh of Eq. 21 , the size is adjusted. 

x 1 = x • Sh , y* = y • Sh (Eq. 43) 



As the scale factor, aside from Sh, Sv in Eq. 21, or Sv1 or Sv2 in Eq. 31 may be also used. 
The head synthesis processing part processes same as in the synthesis of hair style. 
25 Synthesis of neck and clothes is described. The clothes are processed herein as being attached to the neck In this 
case, attribute 5 in the hair information is the region of exposed skin of the neck in the head image. Attribute 2 is the 
region of the portion of the clothes. The size adjustment and position adjustment are same in the process for synthesis 
of hair style. The head synthesis processing part processes same as in the synthesis of the ears. 

Thus, according to the invention, the hair style synthesized image without strange feel can be generated automat- 
30 icafly. 

According to the invention, moreover, by using a 32-bit personal computer mounting a media processing board with 
DSP, the next time from taking the image till completion of hair style synthesis can be processed in about ten seconds. 



Claims 

35 

1 . An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a region selecting part (1 1) for selecting a region of a specific portion in a front image of a person, on the 
basis of each pixel value in whole or part of the front image, and a surface model showing structural information 
relative to a surface of the person in the front image, and 
40 a region changing part (12) for changing each pixel value in whole or part of the region of the specific por- 

tion, on the basis of the structural information in the surface model, and at least one pixel value in the front image. 



2. An image processing apparatus of claim 1 , wherein 

the front image is a front face image which is a front image of a face of the person, 
45 the surface model is a face surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the face of 

the person in the front face image, 

the region selecting part (1 1) is a hair region selecting part (1 1) for selecting a hair region of the person in 
the front face image in a removal region, and 

the region changing part (12) is a removal region changing part (12) for changing each pixel value in whole 
so or part of the removal region, on the basis of the structural information in the face surface model, and color infor- 
mation obtained from at least one pixel value in the front face image. 

3. An image processing apparatus of claim 2, wherein the hair region selecting part (1 1 ) selects the hair of the person 
and shade by the hair in the front face image as the removal region. 

55 

4. An image processing apparatus of claim 2 or 3, wherein the hair region selecting part (11) further changes each 
pixel value in the removal region to other values than the pixel values in the front face image conesponding to inside 
of head contour in the face surface model. 
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5. An image processing apparatus of claim 2 or 3. wherein when pixel values in part of the removal region are 
changed, the removal region changing part (12) further changes the pixel values in a remainder of the removal 
region to other values than the pixel values in the front face image corresponding to inside of head contour in the 
face surface model. 

5 

6. An image processing apparatus of claim 3, wherein the hair region selecting part (1 1) selects the hair and the 
shade of the hair in the removal region, on the basis of head contour, eyes and eyebrows in the face surface model. 

7. An image processing apparatus of claim 3, wherein the hair region selecting part (1 1) selects the hair and the 
w shade of the hair in the removal region, on the basis of lightness of each pixel in the front face image. 

8. An image processing apparatus of claim 3, wherein the hair region selecting part (1 1) selects the hair and the 
shade of the hair in the removal region, on the basis of lightness and saturation of each pixel in the front face image. 

15 9. An image processing apparatus of claim 3, further comprising a fluctuation generating part for adding specific fluc- 
tuation component to each pixel value in the removal region, on the basis of color information of at least one pixel 
in the front face image, 

wherein at least one pixel in the front face image is not included in the removal region. 

20 10. An image processing apparatus of claim 3, further comprising a face surface model generating part (101) for gen- 
erating the face surface model, on the basis of the front face image. 

11. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

an image adjusting part (111) for, on the basis of a surface model shewing structural information relative to 
25 a surface of a person in a front image of the person, and information model showing structural information relative 
to a surface of other person in a reference image which is a front image of the other person, applying a specific con- 
version to attribute information and the reference image so that a specified portion of the other person may be 
suited to the front image, the attribute information being information held by corresponding attribute of each pixel 
in the reference image to the pixel, and 
30 a synthesis processing part (1 12) for assigning the front image for a specific portion in the reference image 

in which the specific conversion is applied, according to the attribute information in which the specific conversion is 
applied. 

12. An image processing apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein 

35 the front image of the person is a front face image which is a front image of a face of the person, 

the surface model is a face surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the face of 
the person. 

the reference image is a head image which is a front image of a face of the other person having hair, 
the information model is a face information model showing structural information relative to a surface of the 
40 face of the other person in the head image, 

the specific portion is head portion comprising the hair, or the hair and shade of the hair, 
the attribute information is hair information held by corresponding the attribute of each pixel in the head 
image to the pixel, 

the image adjusting part (1 1 1) is a head image adjusting part (1 1 1) for applying the specific conversion to 
45 the hair information and the head image, and 

the synthesis processing part (112) is a head synthesis processing part (112) for assigning the front face 
image for the head portion in the head image in which the specific conversion is applied, according to the hair infor- 
mation in which the specific conversion is applied. 

so 1 3. An image processing apparatus of claim 1 2. wherein the head image adjusting part (111) applies the specific con- 
version to the head image and the hair information, by utilizing 

information of head contour and whole or part of eyes, nose, mouth and eyebrows in the face surface model, 

and 

information of head contour and whole or part of eyes, nose, mouth and eyebrows in the face information 

55 model. 

14. An image processing apparatus of claim 12, wherein the head synthesis processing part (112) comprises: 

a generating part (161 , 162, 163, 164) for generating pixel values of the head portion to be assigned to the 
front face image, according to the attribute of each pixel of the hair information, by using pixel value of the head 
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image corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of the head image and pixel value of the 
front face image, corresponding to the pixel of the attrfcute, and 

a mapping processing part (165) for assigning the front face image for each pixel value of the head portion 
generated by the generating part 

1 5- An image processing apparatus of claim 1 4, further comprising: 

a synthesis image correcting part (181) for correcting the front face image in which the head portion is 
assigned by the mapping processing part (165). 

16. An image processing apparatus of daim 14, wherein the generating part comprises at least one of: 

a hue synthesis part (162) for generating, according to the attribute, a hue by using the pixel value of the 
head image corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of the head image and the pixel value 
of the front face image, corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, 

a lightness synthesis part (163) for generating, according to the attribute, a lightness by using the pixel value 
of the head image corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of the head image and the 
pixel value of the front face image, corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, and 

a saturation synthesis part (164) for generating, according to the attribute, a saturation by using the pixel 
value of the head image corresponding to the pixel of the attribute, or using the pixel value of the head image and 
the pixel value of the front face image, corresponding to the pixel of the attribute. 

17. An image processing apparatus of claim 12, further comprising a face surface model generating part (101) for gen- 
erating the face surface model on the basis of the front face image. 

1 a An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a region selecting part (11) for selecting a region of a specific portion in a front image of a person, on the 
basis of each pixel value in whole or part of the front image, and a surface model showing structural information 
relative to a surface of the person in the front image. 

a region changing part (12) for changing each pixel value in whole or part of the region of the specific por- 
tion, on the basis of the structural information in the surface model, and at least one pixel value in the front image, 

an image adjusting part (191) for, on the basis of the surface model, and information model showing struc- 
tural information relative to a surface of other person in a reference image which is a front image of the other per- 
son, applying a specific conversion to attribute information and the reference image so that a specified portion of 
the other person may be suited to the front image, the attribute information being information held by corresponding 
attribute of each pixel in the reference image to the pixel, and 

a synthesis processing part (192) for assigning the front image for a specific portion in the reference image 
in which the specific conversion is applied, according to the attribute information in which the specific conversion is 
applied. 

19. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a hair region selecting part (1 1) for, on the basis of each pixel value in whole or part of a front face image 
which is a front image of a face, and a face surface model showing structural information relative to a surface of the 
face in the front face image, selecting hair in the front face image, or the hair and shade of the hair in a removal 
region, 

a removal region changing part (12) for changing each pixel value in whole or part of the removal region, on 
the basis of the structural information in the face surface model, and color information obtained from at least one 
pixel value in the front face image. 

a head image adjusting part (191) for, on the basis of the face surface model, and a face information model 
showing structural information relative to a surface of other face in a head image which is a front image of the other 
face having hair, applying a specific conversion to hair information and head image so that head portion may be 
suited to the front face image, the head portion being the hair of the other person, or the hair and shade of the hair, 
the hair information being information held by corresponding attribute of each pixel of the head image to the pixel, 
and 

a head synthesis processing part (192) for assigning the front face image for the head portion in the head 
image in which the specific conversion is applied, according to the hair information in which the specific conversion 
is applied. 

20. An image processing apparatus of claim 19, further comprising an image display part (263) for displaying plural 
front face images assigned with the head portion by the head synthesis processing part (192). 
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